ALBERT FRONEMAN

The Extinction Crisis
Today, Earth faces a massive species extinction crisis. The last
equivalent extinction event occurred in the Jurassic, 65 million
years ago, when dinosaurs went extinct. The cause of the
Jurassic extinction was a collision with a giant meteorite;
the cause of today’s extinction crisis is humans.
The greatest threats to the diversity of life on Earth are
habitat loss and degradation, and climate change.

The African Problem
Of the inhabited continents, to date Africa has survived
with the greatest proportion of its flora and fauna intact,
making Africa the most sought-after ecotourism destination on the planet.This situation is about to change. For
example, the Cape Flats has the highest density of Critically
Endangered plant species in the world, the Mountain
Gorillas of East Africa face imminent extinction, and the
bush meat trade is wreaking havoc among West African
forest mammals.
Africa has a huge amount of unique biodiversity to protect
yet, as pointed out in the journal Nature in 2009, the continent is desperately short of the human capacity to conserve
this natural heritage. We need to develop the conservation
leadership of the future – the well-informed scientists who
can develop and direct sustainable conservation strategies
that will benefit both biodiversity and the people of Africa.
These people are called Conservation Scientists.
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Above More than 10% of the world’s birds face extinction.
As a direct result of human activities, in the last 150 years
the global population of the African Penguin has shrunk
from 2 million pairs to 26 000 pairs.

An African Solution
Since 1992, the Percy FitzPatrick Institute at the University
of Cape Town has run a Masters course in Conservation
Biology. Entry onto the course is highly competitive, with a
maximum of 15 students admitted each year,
This is the most successful such course in Africa and has
graduated more than 200 students from almost 40 countries worldwide, including 18 African countries. In 2008,
Conservation Science at UCT was identified as the best in
the Southern Hemisphere and equal to the fourth-rated
North American University.
As a measure of the success and prestige of the course,
some 85% of the graduates are employed in the conservation field, emphasising the need for well-trained people
with these skills.
Many of them occupy very influential positions, includ
ing the Director of Policy for Protected Areas at The
Nature Conservancy in Washington, USA; Director of the
Rwanda Wildlife Conservation Agency; Director of the
Southern Africa Hotspots Programme of Conservation
International; and Project Manager of the Tropical Biology
Association.
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for, and to support causes close to your heart. By leaving
a bequest to the FitzPatrick Institute, you are investing in
building future capacity for conservation and education.
How do I make a bequest?
If you already have a will it is easy to add a codicil which
names the FitzPatrick Institue as a beneficiary. A codicil is
prepared and signed just like a will and can add a specific
bequest.
Your bequest can be contributed in three ways:
• The balance of your estate after caring for your
loved ones
• A specific portion of the balance of your estate
• A specific amount of money
fitzpatrick institute (2)

Tomorrow’s conservation leaders need training today.

How you can help
Although entry to the course is competitive, with only the
best students being accepted, for financial reasons not all
students who are offered a place can take up that offer.
Every such student lost represents one leader less in the
African conservation arena.
Relative to the contribution that such students would
make in the future, were they properly qualified, the cost of
attending the course is not high (R100 000). You can contribute directly to conserving Africa’s biodiversity by contributing to our Conservation Biology student bursary scheme.
Details of how you could contribute are listed overleaf.
Teaching and building intellectual capacity
• R1 000 000 will provide a bursary into perpetuity
carrying any name requested by the donor.
• R100 000 will provide a postgraduate bursary for one
student for one year. Any bursary guaranteed for five or
more years will carry any name requested by the donor.
• Donations of R250 and upwards can be made towards
the African Students’ Bursary Fund (target R5 million).
Names of donors contributing R10 000 or more will be
placed on a donors’ plaque in the Institute’s prestigious
Niven Library.

When drafting your will or adding a codicil, we
recommend the following wording:
I (name) bequeath (the residue of my estate, or percentage
of my estate, or a certain amount, etc.) to the Percy
FitzPatrick Institute of African Ornithology, domicilium
citandi et executandi Upper Campus, University of Cape
Town, Rondebosch, South Africa, to be used at the sole
discretion of the Institute for the work of the said Institute.
If you are considering a bequest to the FitzPatrick Institute,
or if you have drawn up your bequest benefiting us, please
inform us. This will help us to acknowledge you if you so
wish and to assist us to plan for the future.
The good news is that a bequest to the FitzPatrick
Institute is exempt from estate duty.

Leave a Bequest

“

Make a difference to ensuring even greater
contributions to science, conservation, education
and outreach in the future

”

Why should I leave a bequest?
Drafting your will is one of the most responsible things you
can do to ensure that the people you love are provided

Contact Prof Phil Hockey, Director, Percy FitzPatrick Institute and DST/NRF Centre of Excellence
E-mail phil.hockey@uct.ac.za • Tel. +27 21 650 3291 • Fax +27 21 650 3295 • Website www.fitzpatrick.uct.ac.za

